YORBA LINDA

» ON ICE:
Skates
came from
around the
U.S. to
Yarba
Linda Ice Palace to take part
in a three-day Orange
County Figure Skating Club
competition last weekend,
including Jessica Yen, right /
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YORBA LINDAN Lynn Slack helps wife Zewlie in her aspiring career as a cinematographer.

Lights, camera, dream!

COMMUNITY: Zelie
Slack’s film- debuts
this weekend at the
Hollywood Black Film
Festival.

By Amanda Beck

Yorba Linda Star

Ladiezs and gentlemen:

Let's give it up for the Yorba °

Linda filmmaker who likes
happy endings.

“To me, there’s nothing
like seeing the audience
langh or cry. And I like it
when I show them another
point of view that touches

heart” local resident

your
Zelie Slack said recently.

R R e el

done extra work in movies
that have undoubtedly flitted
ACT0SS VOUT SCIeer.

Her face has appeared in
the movies “Big” and “Do
The Right Thing,” and once

camera, this wife and mother
of five recently aimed her
sights behind the scenes. And
after working under the tu-
telage of Bill Cosby in 2002,
Slack will mark this weekend

she even starred in her own with the triumph of seeing

national commercial for her second short film, “Mak-

Burger King. ing the Rent” debut at the
But after 10 years of try-

ing to make it in front of the Please see MOVIE Page 12
"Eehe aucf L;rnn Slack will ﬁlm their next full-length mn'u'ie
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MOVIE .
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Hollywood Black Film Festival
in Los Angeles. :

“T'm still waiting for that big
break from Hollywood where
they say, ‘Hey, it's your
turn,’ " Slack said.

“But it's something I've al-
ways wanted to do - since I was
a little kid. It's just in my
heart.”

The winners of the 2004 Hol-

pmpelharﬁlmcareer

From among more than 500
entries, her film about an
out-of-work dreamer was one
_of only 77 chosen to screen this
vear at the week-long event,
which boasts sponsorship from

Ho]hmmdmwghmﬂd}-

ert Townsend and HBO,
ott;en;. g "'!
Nuwmlmsm.hyear the fes-
mrallsgmwmgmstw:m‘eand
mdemgnedmg:vemdependeut
the chance to
s]nwcase their talents before
studio executives.
“It's a great way for pmple
to show off their life’s blood,”
festival Gregng
said. “It's what they
heart and soul into, an ﬂJJslsa
way furthemmmunit:,rtosee
1t-ll
“Tt would definitely be a ven-
ue where people would want to
see their work,” added Sandra
Lawton of the UCLA depart-
ment of television, film and
media. “I think it has a pretty

But the road to this exciting
weekend was a challenging one
for Slack, who nearly gave up .
on herla?dmmn D:&mmmg
screenplays after deliv-
ered two sons in back-to-back
vears, 1999 and 2000.

Amid the daily mothering
duties, it seemed that there
was practically no time for
writing or producing. But then
one day a passing moment on
the Oprah Winfrey Show re-
minded her that she had
dreams before she had chil-
dren and laundry. And after
that, Slack made a commit--
ment to herself that she would
find a way - any way - to make
progress in her own pursuits.

“Either you sit there and say
‘I can't do it} or you buckle
down and get it done,” Slack
said. “I used to write from 10
pm. to 2 am., just so I could
get my stuff done when it was
quiet. ... You have to find the
energy to keep on going, just to
gﬂtuwardymn'dream“mack

Since her return to screen-
writing i earnest, Slack has
worked to write a fea-
ture-length version of the
“Making the Rent” story and is
preparing with her husband,
Lynn, to film another screen-
play this fall.

Though her 40th birthday
looms and time for research at
the Yorba Linda Public Library

phant one bite at a time.”



