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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2007 HBFF STORYTELLER COMPETITION SEMI-FINALISTS ANNOUNCED
The 8th Annual Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF) Storyteller Competition has announced the ten semi-finalist scripts.  The scripts were read by a jury of talented writers, actors, producers, directors, story editors and script doctors, who scored them by point based upon story idea, structure, character development and marketability.  The scores were averaged and the top 10 semi-finalists were determined.  HBFF 2007 will unspool 122 films, June 5th - 10th in Beverly Hills, California.

The semifinalists in the 2007 HBFF Storyteller Competition are:

ALL THAT GLITTERS by Jennifer Johnson of Denver, CO
A woman turns to a life of 'gold digging' just to find out the love of her life is a trash collector.
 
ALREADY COOKED by Denise Ward-Brown of St. Louis, MO
Four women, three African American and one African travel through villages and rural areas of Ghana, West Africa. They talk, laugh, dream, curse, plan, fantasize and argue about love and the men in their lives. The journey unfolds as they reveal their sexual exploits, secrets and regrets. The Goddess of Love is a modern African Griot illuminating this tale as if it were an ancient proverb. D'neesha and her lover are caught in old traditions. Most of their courtship was by phone, he in Africa, and she in America. She has arrived too early for her wedding and is 'forced' to go on the road trip. Cheryl, the organizer of the trip, plans to open a gallery with the ceramics she purchases. She's married to an African man who used her to get his green card. Her lack of assertiveness with him is in sharp contrast to her business savvy. Tracy is Cheryl's sister on her first trip to Africa. Their relationship is raucous, direct and nurturing. Yet Tracy has a secret that haunts her. Comfort is sister to the husbands of Cheryl and D'neesha. Her protectiveness of the ladies is fierce. Tempers flare as mishaps and detours threaten to make them late for D'neesha's wedding.
 
A WISH TO SWITCH by Danielle Dillard of Los Angeles, CA
A WISH TO SWITCH is a family comedy about a 12 year old girl who makes a wish to switch parents because she’s ashamed of her financially struggling single mother and wants to be the daughter of a rich and famous hip hop rap artist. Once a mysterious being who has the ability to alter destiny grants her wish, she soon develops an appreciation for her mother once she realizes that a wealthy parent can provide material things, but may not always provide attention and genuine love as her mother did.
 
CONCERT NIGHT by Nickolas Gavin of Central Islip, NY
Concert Night, is a drama about a father who seeks vengeance after his daughter is killed by a stray bullet during a melee at a hip-hop concert.
 
E-SINS by Terrilyn Phillips of Raleigh, NC
On a night when curiosity and suppressed sensual desires become restless the community’s favorite staple enters the world of adult chat rooms and appeals to the fatal attraction of a female, serial killing, cyber stalker. High is the cost of penitence when Virtue is swapped for Virtuality in, 'e-Sins.'

FINDING A GOOD MAN by Cassie Henderson of Tallahassee, FL
Tekoa Muntford thought she had the perfect man-until he cheated with another man. Now she is convinced that there are no good 'brothers' out there. That's until she meets Tony. Tony is perfect, so perfect that she is convinced something is wrong with him. And she has a reason to be. There's a reason Tony knows exactly how to treat a woman.
 
LILAH by MF Robinson of Antioch, TN
A modern day Samson and Delilah tale centers on a successful, yet ruthless businessman, Samuel Kyle who hires and ultimately falls in love with the stunningly beautiful and intriguing Lilah Daniels. Looking to avenge an injustice for someone close to her; Lilah enjoys playing a game of cat and mouse between Samuel and his business partner Michael Stewart. Their journey takes them on a wild ride of lust and passion. Samuel soon discovers that it is more than just a love relationship that she seeks after, causing their game of cat and mouse to turn deadly. Can he curb his disastrous appetite for the sultry temptress or will lust prevail in his ultimate destruction?

QUEEN BEE by Colin Costello of Deerpark, IL
Tired of being treated as a princess, Bella leaves her African country of Ravinia to spend a semester at a posh Philadelphia high school. Through a series of events she ends up running for homecoming queen against Melrose Academy's own Queen B.
 
RED TAIL DOWN by Robert Tate of Montgomery, AL
An aggressive and successful Tuskegee fighter pilot, shot down behind enemy lines in WW II Hungary, is saved by a local family and in turn overcomes his overpowering racial hatred.
 
SUMMER OF BLUES by Katrina Burgess of Gastonia, NC
A happily married man. A beautiful, intriguing and also very married woman. A chance encounter. A tragic mistake.

The Storyteller Competition Grand Jury is currently reading the semi-finalist scripts to determine the top three finalists.  Selected scenes from the 3 finalist screenplays will be read by professional actors at the STORYTELLER COMPETITION LIVE STAGED READING which takes place on Thursday, June 7th at 6:00 pm at the Clarity Theatre (100 N. Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, CA).  This event is free and open to the public.

The HBFF Storyteller Competition was designed to promote and support new talent and continue our pledge of creating opportunities for talented black screenwriters.  The main goal is to give new screenwriters industry exposure and help introduce them to Hollywood.  To this end, HBFF will get the winner and finaiist scripts in the hands of leading industry professionals including talent agencies and production companies.

“The diverse storytelling styles of this year’s Storyteller Competition semi-finalists is impressive,” said Tanya Kersey, Founder and Executive Director of HBFF.  “We are pleased to be able to bring talented, diverse voices to the attention of Hollywood’s leading talent buyers.”

For more info visit http://www.hbff.org.
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