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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

THE HOLLYWOOD BLACK FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES THE OFFICIAL FILM SELECTIONS FOR 2011 EVENT SHOWCASING 51 FILMS: 9 FEATURES, 12 DOCUMENTARIES, 27 SHORTS, AND 3 STUDENT FILMS

(October 3, 2011– Hollywood, CA) – The Hollywood Black Film Festival executive director and founder, Tanya Kersey, and head of programming, Jacqueline Blaylock announced the 2011 official film selections for this year’s event happening October 27 – 30, 2011.  More than 300 filmmakers from around the world submitted works for considerations. 51 films were selected including 9 features, 12 documentaries, 27 shorts and 3 student films.
“Over the years the competition has become more competitive as we receive works from filmmakers whose talents rival that of prominent Hollywood filmmakers,” said Blaylock. “The caliber of works that will be screened this year are must-sees for the public because they reflect the dynamic stories people are facing in their day to day lives – good and bad.” 
“I am excited about the strong line up (official film selections) and anticipate audiences will be as well, said Kersey. “The film festival has become the premiere outlet for dynamic Black film. We deliver on that promise this year as well!”
This year HBFF will showcase film from and featuring Hollywood notables including (just to name some): 
Documentaries
I Am a Dream Chaser features director Rob Hardy from Rainforest Films and photographer Derek Bailey

Phunny Business: A Black Comedy documents the rise and fall of All Jokes Aside, the famous Chicago comedy club and  has appearance from every well-known black comedic past and present, including  Steve Harvey, Cedric The Entertainer, Bernie Mac, D.L. Hughley, Robin Harris, S’more

Bob Marley: The Making of a Legend features home movies and never before seen footage of a young Bob Marley long before he became the music icon.

Reason to Hope shows the what was going on in Haiti after the coverage stopped and every major news outlet had moved on to other stories; features CBS News producer Bill Whitaker

They Are Not All Lost is hosted by Blair Underwood and includes appearances by Nick Cannon, Malcolm Jamal Warner and Sinbad

Features
Changing the Game stars Irma P. Hall & Sticky Fingaz

A Mother’s Love stars television personality Rolanda Watts

Shorts
Grace in Sara features Eva LaRue from CSI: Miami

Burned has a special appearance by Eric Roberts (Julia Roberts brother)

2011 OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

9 FEATURE FILMS
A MOTHER'S LOVE
Director/producer: Tim Alexander
 
BILLY
Writers: Ernesto Griffith, Winston Washington Moxam
Director: Winston Washington Moxam
Producer: Ernesto Griffith
 
CHANGING THE GAME
Director: Rel Dowdell
 
CHICKEN & BEEF PRESENTS MONKEY GANG THE MOCKUMENTARY
Writers: Montaigne Massac, Casey Gane-McCalla
Director: Montaigne Massac
FISH ABOVE SEA LEVEL
Writer/director/producer: Hazim Bitar
 
THREADING NEEDLES
Writer/producer: Michael Barketey
Director: Jamal Hodge
 
ROCKSTEADY
Writers: Kevin Shine, Stephen Hays
Director: Mustapha Khan
 
27 SHORT FILMS
14085
Writer/director/producer: Olli Koivula
 
BATHROOM VANITIES
Director: Christopher Cherot
Producer: Dele Ogundiran
 
BURNED
Writer: Joseph Caston
Director/producer: Phyllis Bancroft
CALL FOR BACK-UP
Writer/producer: Tiffany Black
Director: Keisha Ansley
 
EMPTY SANDBOX
Writer/producer: Melissa Maria Gibson
 
FOREVER NO MORE
Writer: Nkechi Okoro
Director/producer: Earnest Rhea
 
GRACE IN SARA
Writer: Todd Senturia
Director: Ming Lo
Producer: Martin Jones
 
HARRIET RETURNS
Writer: Tamu Favorite
Director/producer: Marquis Smalls
 
HEAR ME
Writer/director: Kenn Michael
Producer: Kamali Minter
 
I WAS HER
Writer: Athena Haley
Director: Anthony Perkins
Producer: Ken Lawson
 
KISSED BY THE DEVIL
Writer: Michael D Brown
Director: M. Legend Brown
Producer: Sharice Henry Chasi
LOVER
Writer/director/producer: Roy Hurst
 
MISSION: MOM-POSSIBLE
Writer/producer: Diandra Lyle
Director: Morocco Omari
 
NBA
Writer/director/producer: Larry Thigpen
 
NOSE CANDY
Director/producer: Lydia Martinelli
 
NUMBER 37
Writer/director/producer: Dion Strowhorn
 
OKECHUKWU
Writer/director/producer: Anayo Amuzie
 
REDEEMER
Writer/director: Erma Elzy
Producer: Robin T. Daniels
 
SILENT NIGHT
Writer: Ryan Gibson
Director/producer: Red Carter
 
SPARE CHANGE
Writer: Skye Dennis
Director/producer: Lionel Anthony Cook
 
THE ENCOUNTER (II)
Writer/director: Angela Matemotja
Producer: Dele Ogundiran
 
THE STREET PREFORMER
Director/producer: Lamont Stephens
 
THE SWITCH
Director: Marc Williams
 
THEIR EYES WERE WATCHING GUMMY BEARS
Director: Raafi Rivero
Producer: Jason Pollard
 
TRANSFORMATION
Writer/producer: Michael  Francis
Director: Eric Richardson-Hagans
 
UNDERGROUND
Director: Akil DuPont
Producer: Allison Leger
 
WOLF CALL
Director: Rob Underhill

3 STUDENT FILMS
A HOLLYWOOD ZONE
Writer/producer: Monique Reed
Director: Cesar Palacisos
 
KENYA BOYS
Writer/director/producer: Alvin Shen
 
THE RISING COST OF COSMETICS
Writer/director: Garen Thomas
Producer: Brian Frager
 
12 DOCUMENTARY FILMS
AGREE TO DISAGREE
Writer: Haran Jackson
Director: Roger Melvin
 
BAD FRIDAY: RASTAFARI AFTER CORAL GARDENS
Director/producer: Deborah Thomas
 
BOB MARLEY: THE MAKING OF A LEGEND
Producer: Esther Anderson


BURN: THE EVOLUTION OF AN AMERICAN CITY
Director: Harold Jackson III
 
CLOSE TIES: TYING ON A NEW TRADITION
Director: Gemal Woods

LESSON BEFORE LOVE
Writer/director/producer: Dui Jarrod
 
MYSTERY OF BIRDS
Writer/director/producer: Nnaemeka Madueke
 
I AM A DREAM CHASER
Director/producer: Darrick Patterson
 
INFILTRATING HOLLYWOOD: THE RISE AND FALL OF THE SPOOK WHO SAT BY THE DOOR
 
MAMA SWEETIE
 
PHUNNY BUSINESS: A BLACK COMEDY
Writers: Raymond C. Lambert, John P. Davies
Director: John P. Davies
Producers: Reid Brody, John Davies, Raymond C. Lambert
 
REASON TO HOPE
Director/producer: Regge Life Life
 
THE START OF DREAMS
Director/producers: The Horne Brothers
 
THEY ARE NOT ALL LOST
Writer: Dawn Kirk-Alexander
Director: David Massey
To register for the festival and see a full line up of events, visit www.hbff.org. For press credentials, contact Greg King at pr@hbff.org, no later than October 15, 2011. 

About the HBFF
Recognized as the premiere Black film festival in Hollywood showcasing the best independent films from Black filmmakers, HBFF leads with innovation by delivering top-shelf panels designed to empower filmmakers and expose Black film to diverse audiences right in the heart of the movie capital.

Founded in 1999, The Hollywood Black Film Festival aims to enhance the careers of emerging and established North American filmmakers through a public exhibition, competition program and industry panels.  Known amongst the entertainment industry’s powerbrokers as, “The Black Sundance,” the festival brings independent works of accomplished and aspiring black filmmakers to an environment encompassing the mainstream Hollywood community and Southern California film-going audiences. The festival’s goal is to play an integral role in discovering and launching independent films and filmmakers by bringing them to the attention of the industry, press and public.

HBFF Sponsors
NBC/Universal, Wells Fargo, Garrett Popcorn, Writers Boot Camp, inHollywood, Syncom Venture Partners, NATPE, NAMIC, Monarch Magazine, Sony Creative Studios, RIP Media, Organization of Black Screenwriters, Hollywood Creative Handbook, Final Draft, Glidecam, Sheer Social, Allen Events, Showbiz Software, Excel A. Sharrief, Attorney at Law, Perfect Success, Lovelei Cosmetics
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