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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Hollywood Black Film Festival Presents Screenwriting Panel and Shorts Program at 2nd Annual Leimert Park Village Book Fair
Hollywood Insiders Discuss Adapting Books for the Silver Screen 

(May 12, 2008 – Hollywood, CA)  The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF) announced today it will produce two FREE programs for the Leimert Park Village Book Fair, giving the public a taste of what they can look forward to at the upcoming film festival.  HBFF will present the 'Cinema Soul' Shorts Program and a panel discussion entitled "From Book to The Silver Screen: Writing Your ScreenPlay." The 2008 Hollywood Black Film Festival runs June 3-8, 2008 in Beverly Hills.

"We're very pleased to have the Hollywood Black Film Festival's participation in this year's book, added Book Fair founder and producer Cynthia Ethusian Exum.  "This premiere film festival will no doubt help us further achieve our goal of providing the community access to writers from various industries, including the film industry, their work and professional networks." 

The 2nd Annual Leimert Park Village Book Fair will feature discussion writing workshops, author panels, and cooking demos along with book signings, poetry readings, stage events and a variety of activities for children and young adults.  The book fair will be held on Saturday, May 31, 2008, from 10AM until 6:00PM in the Leimert Park section of Los Angeles.  It is free and open to the public.

"We're very excited about participating in this community-based literary event to answer questions and share insight into the movie business as it relates to the written word." says Tanya Kersey, founder and executive director, HBFF.  "In the entertainment business, 'content is king' and content is born from the written word."

"The book fair's theme: "Celebrating our Literary Legacy: Our Heritage, Our Words, Our Stories" is so relevant to the entertainment business because through written word it is the medium through which we share our heritage, our words and our stories with the world on the big and small screen," adds Jacqueline Blaylock, programming director, HBFF.

The panel discussion "From Book to The Silver Screen: Writing Your Screen Play" will be held at 2:00 pm at the Lucy Florence Coffeehouse, 3351 West 43rd Street(Corner of 43rd Street & Degnan Blvd.) in the Theatre Room.

"It all starts on the page." Time and again this mantra is spoken in Hollywood and anywhere filmmakers are trying to express themselves by telling a story on the screen. But, great books don't necessarily make great films.  How often does that cherished novel become a major motion picture disappointment?  Why do some books make the transition successfully and, in rare cases, end up being better than their source material?  What is the screenwriters' process, how do they "hear the voices" of the characters, and what devices do they use to help create on the page what they feel? Join us for this special dialogue on adapting books for the silver screen.  The panel, moderated by HBFF helmer Tanya Kersey, will explain what makes an adaptation work, why some characters crop up again and again, and how to make an absolute mess of a novelist's masterpiece.  Panelist names will be announced shortly.

The Cinema Soul Shorts Program will screen a series of short films from 1:30 to 4:30 pm at the KAOS Network, 4343 Leimert Park Blvd.(Corner of 43rd Place & Leimert Blvd.) A list of the films screening will be announced shortly.  Ms. Blaylock will moderate an audience Q&A following the screening.

HBFF will also have a table in the Author's Tent where the public can pick up a free copy of the festival's 2008 film guide and meet the festival team.

For more information visit: http://www.leimertparkbookfair.com. The Leimert Park Village Book Fair is free and open to the public!

About the Hollywood Black Film Festival

The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF), dubbed “The Black Sundance,” is an annual 6-day celebration of black cinema drawing together established and rising filmmakers, popular film and television stars, writers, industry executives, emerging artists and diverse audiences from Southern California and around the world. The festival has become a hotbed for the Black Hollywood creative community. The 2008 festival will be held June 3-8, 2008 in Beverly Hills, California, and promises to again bring the best in independent black cinema. HBFF 2008 will showcase the artistic expression of 119 filmmakers from around the world including 27 features, 58 shorts, 18 documentaries, 12 student films, 2 animated films and 2 music videos. In its ninth year, the HBFF has introduced the public to more than 500 films showcasing some of the most spectacular images and stories created by filmmakers of color. Films will screen at the Writers Guild Theater and Laemmle Music Hall 3 in Beverly Hills, CA. The festival’s adjunct Infotainment Conference, held at the Clarity Theatre, will feature 20+ panels and workshops and 100+ speakers, and covers a broad range of entertainment industry topics. The festival boasts nightly parties and social events.  For more information visit the website at http://www.hbff.org.


About the Leimert Park Village Book Fair

The 2nd Annual Leimert Park Village Book Fair will feature discussion writing workshops, author panels, and cooking demos along with book signings, poetry readings, stage events and a variety of activities for children and young adults. Authors and Poets at the festival will sign copies of their works for festival-goers, and children can meet beloved storybook and television characters, who will be on the festival grounds throughout the day. Last year, the inaugural event attracted more than 5,000 visitors and included over 200 author participants and more than 75 literary exhibitors.  For more information on the 2nd Annual Leimert Park Village Book Fair, also visit the book fair’s official web site at http://www.leimertparkbookfair.com. The book fair is free and open to the public!
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