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 HBFF Education and Community Service Initiative

HBFF joining forces with organizations and agencies that support our communities

Beverly Hills, CA.  June 2-7, 2009-Celebrating the 10th Annual Hollywood Black Film Festival.

On the occasion of our 10th anniversary, the Hollywood Black Film Festival is pleased to announce the inauguration of the HBFF Education and Community Service Initiative. The HBFF Education and Community Service Initiative is the brainchild of Jacqueline Blaylock, Director of Programming, who is a true leader and visionary, who approached the idea of partnering with organizations in the spirit of unity, to build and serve our communities by enriching the lives of our children.  

On the heels of a historical Presidential election, HBFF is proud to honor those individuals, community service agencies and non-profit organizations that provide the highest level of integrity in serving our neighborhoods and communities. HBFF will donate more than $2500.00 dollars in complimentary screening tickets and festival passes to deserving organizations that provide much needed aid and assistance to communities affected by economic, social, physical and educational disadvantage. 

Ms. Blaylock said, “our goal at HBFF is to reach out, give back, and show our appreciation for entities and individuals that strive to make our neighborhoods and communities safe; that offer guidance and mentoring programs for our children; and in general make the world a better place.  We would like to acknowledge their efforts and salute their commitment to excellence. “

 HBFF 2009 will reel out 102 films including 19 features, 47 shorts, 20 documentaries, 13 student videos.  Nearly 100 "Industry Insiders" will participate in 20 panels, roundtable discussions & workshops. Features premiere programming, panels and parties. For the Hollywood community, HBFF offers new and exciting ways to connect through its nightly parties and special events.  Visit http://www.hbff.org for more general festival information.  All-Access festival passes, conference passes and one day passes can be purchased at http://www.hbff.org/signuptoattend.htm.  Individual screening tickets for all films can be purchased at http://hollywoodblackff.bside.com/2009. 

 

About Hollywood Black Film Festival: 

The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF), dubbed “The Black Sundance,” is an annual 6-day celebration of black cinema drawing together established and rising filmmakers, popular film and television stars, writers, industry executives, emerging artists and diverse audiences from Southern California and around the world. The festival was founded in 1999 by its Executive Director, Tanya Kersey, in order to enhance the careers of emerging and established black filmmakers through public exhibition and competition program.  The festival’s goal is to play an integral role in discovering and launching independent films and filmmakers by bringing them to the attention of the industry, media and public. Since its inception in 1999, HBFF has screened a total of 721 independent films.  In addition to screening feature, short, student, documentary, animation and music video film projects, HBFF’s Infotainment Conference features dozens of informational seminars, panels and workshops covering a wide variety of topics and featuring more than 100 "industry insiders" participating in the talk-show style panels, roundtable discussions and workshops.  The Storyteller Competitions Live Staged Reading showcases the work of the 3 finalist scripts in the festival's storyteller competition.

For more information contact: Jacqueline Blaylock/Director of Programming (818) 427-3274, email-programming@hbff.org or visit http://www.hbff.org. 

Official sponsors for HBFF 2009:

20th Century Fox, Coca Cola, KJLH Radio, Kodak, One Village Entertainment, SAG Indie and Smart Water.  Festival supporters include Allen Events, bSide, Codeblack Entertainment, Don Welch Productions, In the Twink of an Eye Casting, Liquid Soul Media, Organization of Black Screenwriters, Planet DMA, Preston Picture Company, Rainforest Films, Syncom, The Cosby Program, The Hollywood Reporter, Tranquil Management, Upscale Magazine, and West Los Angeles CDC: Entertainment Project.  Prize Sponsors are Entertainment Partners, Final Draft, Indie Flix, Showbiz Software, and Studio System and Writers Boot Camp.  Friends of the Festival are the Bahamas Film & Television Commission, Bleu Entertainment, Graphic Sharks Worldwide and Jackie & Doug Christie.  FarCor Studios is the VIP room sponsor. Media and promotional partners are Black Talent News, BlackHollywoodUniversity.com,  EURweb, "Inside Urban Hollywood, “ Urban Mediamakers Association and Urban Network.  The Crowne Plaza Beverly Hills and SSG: Screening Services Group are venue sponsors.
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