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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HOLLYWOOD BLACK FILM FESTIVAL PARTNERS WITH B-SIDE TO DELIVER ADVANCED ONLINE COMMUNITY TECHNOLOGY FOR AUDIENCES

2007 Festival-goers Will Enjoy Rich Online Program Guide

and Tight Connection With Filmmakers, Fellow Fans

May 21, 2007 -  Beverly Hills, CA -  The Hollywood Black Film Festival announced today that they have partnered with B-Side Entertainment to provide their audience with the most interactive, easy-to-use, and valuable experience possible on their [www.hbff.org] website. By becoming an online B-Side Festival Community, the Hollywood Black Film Festival will allow audience members to interact with filmmakers, rate and review movies, build and share personal calendars, and stay in tune with festival buzz during the course of program events. 

B-Side’s technology service, originally launched in November 2005, now fuels over 40 international festival websites and will power over 100 festivals during 2007 alone.   The B-Side Festival Community service replaces traditional online film schedules with a highly interactive program guide that helps audiences connect with fellow film fans, filmmakers and films they are most likely to love.

“We work to provide our audience with the best resources available to get the most out of their festival experience,” explained Tanya Kersey, Founder and Executive Director of the Hollywood Black Film Festival. “We believe that this year’s festival-goers will love the B-Side online service, because it offers them a fundamentally new and exciting way to participate in our program.”

B-Side CEO Chris Hyams agrees. “The Hollywood Black Film Festival is a fantastic event with a strong connection to its audience.  We’re delighted to add the festival as a B-Side Festival Community, and to make that bond even stronger during their 2007 program.”

About the Hollywood Black Film Festival
The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF) is an annual 6-day celebration of black cinema drawing together established filmmakers, popular film and TV stars, writers, directors, industry executives, emerging artists and diverse new audiences from Southern California and around the world. Attracting such stars and industry insiders as John Singleton, Sidney Poitier, Forest Whitaker, Spike Lee, George Tillman, Tina Andrews, Reuben Cannon, Anthony Anderson, Blair Underwood, Sanaa Lathan, Bill Duke, Kasi Lemmons, Vondie Curtis Hall, Tisha Campbell, LisaRaye and Nicole Ari Parker, the festival has become an annual hotbed for the Black Hollywood creative community.

A record-breaking 122 films are scheduled to screen at the 8th Annual Hollywood Black Film Festival, June 5-10, 2007 in Beverly Hills, California. The 122 films includes 30 features, 64 shorts, 16 documentaries, 8 student films, 2 animated shorts and 2 music videos, from seven countries including Spain, Cameroon. South Africa, Haiti, Nigeria, the UK, and the United States.

HBFF was founded in 1998 by its executive director, Tanya Kersey, in order to enhance the careers of emerging and established black filmmakers through a public exhibition and competition program. The festival’s goal is to play an integral role in discovering and launching independent films and filmmakers by bringing them to the attention of the industry, media and public.

For more info: http://www.hbff.org.

About B-Side

B-Side Entertainment is a specialty distributor and online marketplace for independent films.   Through innovative online marketing, alternative distribution models, and strategic partnerships with IFC and dozens of international film festivals, we help movies find their audiences, and introduce fans to their next favorite film.   On May 22, the company launches the new BSIDE.COM, the largest online community of independent film audiences, which offers DVDs and DRM-free downloads of great undiscovered independent films from festivals around the world.   For more information, please visit www.bside.com.
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