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Hollywood Black Film Festival, Inc.

8306 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2057 | Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Phone: 310-407-3596 | Fax: 310-943-2326 | Web: www.hbff.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
8TH ANNUAL HOLLYWOOD BLACK FILM FESTIVAL 
ANNOUNCES OPENING AND CLOSING NIGHT FILMS

Hollywood Black Film Festival 2007 Opening Night Gala Kicks Off Week Long Event With Star Studded Premiere Of Acclaimed Producer Gary Hardwick’s Feature Film “Universal Remote” Sponsored By AOL Black Voices, Hennessey, V100 And BlackNLA

HBFF 2007 Wraps With World Premiere Screening Of “Stompin’”
 (May 29, 2007 – Beverly Hills, CA) – The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF) has announced its opening and closing night films for its 8th annual event.  Gary Hardwick, the director/writer responsible for the films “Bring It On,” “The Brothers” and “Deliver Us From Eva” will open the HBFF 2007 with UNIVERSAL REMOTE on June 5th.  The festival wraps on Sunday, June 10th with the Closing Night Gala featuring the HBFF Filmmaker & Storyteller Awards and the world premiere screening of STOMPIN, HBFF 2007 continues its legacy as one of the premiere black film festivals showcasing indie films from some of the most talented, established and up-and-coming filmmakers of color during its 8th Anniversary presentation, June 5 – 10, 2007, in Beverly Hills, CA.  

UNIVERSAL REMOTE screens at 7:00 pm, June 5th at the Fine Arts Theatre, 8556 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA.  Following the screening, the Official Opening Night Gala After Party will be taking place at Beverly Hills’ The Camden House, hosted by V100 Morning Show personality Cliff Winston featuring DJ Smooth Mellow-Dee and complimentary pour by Hennessey. 
UNIVERSAL REMOTE follows two losers who get a unique TV set transporting them to a place in the subconscious of modern society.  In this world, an array of humorous skits unfold, one more outrageous than the one before it, uncovering what makes us laugh and what makes us tick. Our intrepid slackers are caught in this world and must find the Universal Remote, the key to getting back home. On their journey, they travel through some of the strangest and funniest shows and films ever made. We are witness to a laugh-filled stream of consciousness like none in recent memory while the film subtly skewers censorship and political correctness.  UNIVERSAL REMOTE is a blast, a laugh party taking no prisoners.  UNIVERSAL REMOTE produced by Kibi Anderson stars Charlie Murphy (“Norbit,” “Chappelle’s Show”) and Robert Hayes (“Airplane!”)

Film director, screenwriter, television writer and novelist, Hardwick was the production writer for the cult classic “Bring It On,” the writer/director of the LL Cool J and Gabrielle Union vehicle “Deliver Us From Eva” and the film uniting Morris Chestnut, Shemar Moore, DL Hughley and Bill Bellamy in Screen Gems’ “The Brothers."

HBFF 2007 will wrap on Sunday, June 10th, 7:00 pm at the Fine Arts Theatre with the Closing Night Gala featuring the HBFF Filmmaker & Storyteller Awards and the world premiere screening of STOMPIN’, a dramatic feature film set on a modern day college campus. The story is a tragic tale of two African-American brothers divided by jealousy at home and by fraternity on campus. When we meet our brothers, Jason and Ryan Jackson, the rift between them has reached a boiling point and causes devastating changes in both young men’s lives. 

STOMPIN’ illustrates the true meaning of brotherhood and the necessity in everyone’s life for reconciliation. The film stars Sinbad, Vanessa Bell-Callaway, Caryn Ward, Shedrack Anderson, and with appearances by Clint Howard, Alex Thomas and Dave Clark. 

Running a full 6 days, a record-breaking 122 films are scheduled to unspool at the 8th Annual Hollywood Black Film Festival, June 5-10, 2007 in Beverly Hills, California. The 122 films includes 30 features, 64 shorts, 16 documentaries, 8 student films, 2 animated shorts and 2 music videos, from seven countries including Spain, Cameroon. South Africa, Haiti, Nigeria, the UK, and the United States.  From June 5th through June 10th at the Fine Arts Theatre and Laemmle Music Hall 3 in Beverly Hills, HBFF 2007 promises to again bring the best in independent black cinema.  

Among the notable talent appearing in this year's line-up of HBFF films are Elise Neal and Wood Harris in RAN$UM GAMES; rapper Coolio in SIDES, Eric Roberts and Tico Wells in SISTER'S KEEPER; Flex Alexander, Tangie Miller, Essence Atkins and Tico Wells in LOVE & OTHER 4 LETTER WORDS; NBA basketball star Doug Christie and his wife Jackie in THE CHRISTIE'S UN-CUT; Omar Gooding in THE CANDY SHOP; rapper Chuck D., Ella Joyce and Glynn Turman in CITY TEACHER; Richard Lawson and Johnny “Bookman” Brown in I'M THROUGH W/WHITE GIRLS, Tonya Pinkins in TRUE GRITS, Tamara Tunie in AFTERLIFE; T.C. Carson in IN CONFLICT WITH KISMET; Art Evans in TESTIFY; and DB Woodside and Reiko Aylesworth in FIRST. 

In addition, the late James Brown’s grandson, Jason, pays homage to his grandfather in the animated short, A TRIBUTE TO MY GRANDDADDY.  And actress Victoria Rowell wrote, directed and produced the documentary, THE MENTOR. 

Over five days, more than 50 top film and television executives, filmmakers, producers, directors, writers, agents, attorneys, business managers and actors participate in the festival adjunct Infotainment Conference.  The nearly two dozen conference sessions are designed to explore the behind the scenes world of film and filmmaking from start to finish from film production, distribution, marketing, screenwriting, promotion and pitching. 

Some of this year's conference speakers include Roger M. Bobb, Supervising Producer, The Tyler Perry Company; , David Bixler, SVP, Acquisitions, Twentieth Century FOX Home Entertainment; John Cones, Esq.; Pearlena Igbokwe, Senior VP, Original Programming, Showtime Networks; Jan Korbelin, Executive Producer, “Crash”, “Gods and Monsters;” Michael Schultz, Director, “Cooley High,” 'Woman Thou Art Loosed” and now producing the multimedia '”Blokhedz'” series; Antwone Fisher, Screenwriter, “Antwone Fisher;” Tim Marion, Story Editor, Phoenix Pictures; Gary Hardwick, Writer/Director, “Deliver Us From Eva,” “The Brothers;” Preston Whitmore, Filmmaker, “The Walking Dead,” “Fled,” “Lockdown,” “Civil Brand,” “Crossover;” Matthew M. Johnson, Esq., Ziffren, Brittenham, Branca Fischer, Gilbert-Lurie, Stiffelman, Cook, Johnson, Lande & Wolf LLP; Evan L. Hainey, Manager, Untitled Entertainment; Adrian Ward, Vice President, Israel Discount Bank of New York; Lonnie Ramati, VP, Business Affairs, Millenium Films/Nu Image; John Scott, SVP, Acquisitions, Genius Products and Mark Litwak, Esq., to name just a few.

For more information on HBFF 2007 viist the website at http://www.hbff.org.
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