9TH ANNUAL HOLLYWOOD BLACK FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 
PROGRAMMING HIGHLIGHTS

119 Films Explore a Spectrum of Themes, Celebrating Contributions to Black Cinema
June 2, 2008 (Beverly Hills, CA) -- June 3rd marks the opening of the 9th Annual Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF).  Dubbed the “Black Sundance”, the festival will feature 119 productions from __ countries, showcasing some of the most spectacular images and stories created by filmmakers of color.  
The roster of productions includes a collection of feature films, shorts, documentaries, student films, animated projects and music videos.   Shorts will be presented in various competitive categories including Black Women in Film, Black Men in Film, Programmer’s Choice, Scheduler’s Choice, Student Filmmakers, World Cinema Shorts and Breakthrough Brits.
Programming Highlights from HBFF 2008:

Some of Hollywood's biggest and brightest stars will descend on the Hollywood Black Film Festival next month.  Among the notable talent appearing in this year's line-up of HBFF films are:

Features:

· 15 MINUTES OF FAME, stars Charles Malik Whitfied, Richard T. Jones, Exp by Donald Faison ("Scrubs")

· SYMATHETIC DETAILS, features the cast from "The Wire"

· CORDIALLY INVITED, stars Freda Payne and Hayley Marie ("Deal or No Deal")

· TRU LOVED, stars Nichelle Nichols ("Star Trek") and Jasmine Guy

Shorts:

· KEYS, ExP, Wendy Racquel Robinson

· MISTA NICE GUY, ExP Bill Cosby

· MURDERING MAMA'S BOY, starring Joely Fisher

· THE CLUB, staring Tommy Ford

· KEANTHONY: A HUSTLAZ STORY, starring Michael Williams ("The Wire") and recording artist, Tank

Music Videos:

· GIVE IT TO ME, hit from Nelly Furtado, featuring Justin Timberlake, co-directed by Tim “Timbaland” Mosley

Student Films:

· CRENSHAW NIGHTS, starring Vondie Curtis Hall and Judd Nelson

Documentaries:

· FIND YOURSELF, with an appearance by Michael Jordan

· FANTASY, produced by Power 106's Big Boy, includes interviews and/or performances by Snoop Dogg, Ice Cube, Xzibit, DJ Quick and Warren G

Out-of-Competition Feature Presentations:
·  GOOD DAY TO BE BLACK & SEXY, a Magnolia Pictures release, written and directed by Dennis Dortch.  Straight from Sundance, Dennis Dortch’s daring directorial debut ambitiously charts Black sexuality through a set of six deliciously amusing, interconnected vignettes that unfold in a single day in Los Angeles.

· A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND, a Codeblack Entertainment release, written by David Payton and directed by Leslie Small.  Based on the stage play, a look at African-American family life in the United States. Stars Darrin Dewitt Henson, Hill Harper, Darius McCrary, Golden Brooks, Melissa De Soussa, Mel Jackson and Bishop Noel Jones.

· NORTH STARR, written and directed by Matthew Stanton.   A murder witness on the run from  the inner city must stand his ground in a tiny Texas behindhand town in order to keep his dreams alive.

International Flair at HBFF 2008
· The Hollywood Black Film Festival has partnered with the UK Film Council to present "Breakthrough Brits," a screening program of films by some of the UK's leading black filmmakers.

· HBFF adds an international flavor with the BURUNDI FILM CENTER: FIVE SHORTS.  The Burundi Film Center of East Africa will present five short dramatic films with themes of love, AIDS, poverty, triumph, abuse, sacrifice and reconciliation - straight from the heart of Africa. Burundian youth aged 18-25 were taught the basics of film theory and production in the summer of 2007 by international filmmakers through this media development pilot-project with no outside funding or resources. The results are stories both universal to the human condition and unique to the tiny, war ravaged East African nation of Burundi.   The five films are: BIGGER PLANS, written by Rudy Kimvuidi, directed by Cynthia Nyonsaba; NOTHING'S THE SAME, written by Lyse Elsie Hkizimana directed by Linda Kamuntu; REVEAL YOURSELF, written & directed by Ginette Maharo; ABUSE, written & directed by Didier Armand Ruyuku; KIVUMVU: BASKET BOY, written by Karim Abdul Bakundukize, directed by Pacifique Nzitonda.

High Profile Documentaries at HBFF 2008:

A number of high-profile documentaries will screen at HBFF 2008, including:
· TWO TURNTABLES AND A MICROPHONE, a music documentary about the life and untimely death of Jam Master Jay with guest appearances by Russell Simmons, Reverend Run, Jay-Z, LL Cool J and 50 Cent, will have its world premiere as the opening night film of the 2008 Hollywood Black Film Festival.  The premiere will take place on June 3, 8pm at the Writers Guild Theater in Beverly Hills, immediately followed by a filmmaker and cast Q&A and a later post-screening gala at Hollywood & Highland.
·  The world premiere of ADJUST YOUR COLOR: THE TRUTH OF PETEY GREENE, written and directed by Loren Mendell.  From the producers of TALK TO ME, starring Don Cheadle, ADJUST YOUR COLOR tells the true story of Emmy Award-winning talkshow host Petey Greene.  With highlights pulled from over 50 hours of footage from his television show "Petey Greene's Washington” from the years 1977-1983, filmmakers capture the essence of the legendary Petey Greene in only a way that Petey can tell it.
·   The world premiere of KEEPING THE FAITH, written and directed by Bobby Mardis.  The documentary tells the story of the heroes of Hurricane Katrina who were the faith based organizations. They were on the spot, hours after the catastrophe and continue to be Angels in America's time of need. Bishop Charles E. Blake from West Angeles also gives words of inspiration along with one hundred other celebrities.  The doc is the center of Mardis' Katrina 500 program which has implemented an adopt-a-church and home program for Katrina victims. One hundred percent of all collected donations for "Keeping the Faith" will be used to repair structures in the rebuilding process in Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana.

·   PRINCE AMONG SLAVES, written by Andrea Kalin and Lloyd “Raki” Jones, directed by Bill Duke & Andrea Kalin.  Its the true story of an African Prince who survived slavery in America.  In 1788 the slave ship Africa, set sail from West Africa and headed for America with its berth laden with a profitable but highly perishable cargo-hundreds of men, women and children bound in chains. Six months later the survivors were sold in Natchez, Mississippi. One of them, a 26-year-old man named Abdul-Rahman made a remarkable claim to the farmer who purchased him at the auction that he was an African prince and that his father would pay gold for his ransom. The offer was refused and Abdul-Rahman did not return to Africa for another 40 years. During his enslavement he toiled on the Foster plantation, married, and fathered nine children. His story also eventually made him the most famous African in America, attracting the support of powerful men such as President John Quincy Adams. After forty years of slavery, Abdul-Rahman finally reclaimed his freedom, but he defied the order to return immediately to Africa, and instead traveled throughout the northern states, speaking to huge audiences in a partially successful attempt to raise enough money to buy his children's freedom. Finally at the age of 67, and after raising funds to free two of his children, Abdul-Rahman returned to Africa, only to fall ill and die just as word of his arrival reached his former home of Futa Jalloo in present-day Guinea. Abdul-Rahman survived the harsh ordeals of slavery through his love of family and his deep faith as a Muslim.

· TRIBUTE: STANLEY TOOKIE WILLIAMS, 1953-2005, written by Barbara Becnel, directed by Barbara Becnel & Shirley Neal, will also have its world premiere at HBFF 2008.  Becnel worked with Nobel Peace Prize nominee, children's book author, Crips co-founder and death row prisoner Stanley Tookie Williams for the last 13 years of his life. The doc tells the story of the life and premature death of Williams and includes never-before-seen footage of his ashes being spread in Soweto, South Africa, as well as a dramatic reenactment of his botched execution, which took place on December 13, 2005, in the death chamber at San Quentin State Prison in California. 

Complete list of films screening at HBFF 2008:

FEATURE FILMS:

15 MINUTES OF FAME, written & directed by Jo D. Jonz

A WINTER TALE, Canada, written & directed by Frances-Anne Soloman

ALGENY: THE GENETIC FACTOR, written & directed by Andrew Burroughs

ALL ABOUT THE RING, written & directed by Elliott Porter

CORDIALLY INVITED, written by Lesa McRoyal, directed by Michael Fouther

DEADMEAT, United Kingdom, written & directed by QO

FRED HAMMOND’S CHRISTMAS…WHO NEEDS IT, written by Fred Hammond & PamKenyon M. Donald, directed by Juan Roberts

I USED TO LOVE HER, written & directed by Mark Harris

JINGLE BLUES, JINGLE BELLS, United Kingdom, written & directed by Sylvester Williams

MACHETERO, written & directed by Vagabond Beaumont

ON THE JOB TRAINING, written and directed by Geff Zamor

OVERFLOW, written & directed by Jana Harris

PANMAN, RHYTHM OF THE PALMS, World Premiere, St. Martaan, Netherlands Antilles, directed by Sander Burger

REVERSION, written & directed by Mia Trachinger

SOMETHING IS KILLING TATE, written & directed by Leon Lozano

STREETBALLERS, written & directed by Matthew Krentz

SYMPATHETIC DETAILS, directed by Benjamin Busch

THE DISCIPLE, United Kingdom, written & directed by Rodney Charles

THE LAWN BOY, written by Arthur Marie, directed by Ron Gonzalez

THE LIGHT, World Premiere, written & directed by Reginald Moser

TRICKS, World Premiere, written & directed by DeAara Lewis

TRU LOVED, written & directed by Stewart Wade

FEATURE PRESENTATIONS:

A GOOD DAY TO BE BLACK & SEXY, A Magnolia Pictures release, written & directed by Dennis Dortch

NORTH STARR, written & directed by Matthew Stanton

A GOOD MAN IS HARD TO FIND, A Codeblack Entertainment release, written by David Payton, directed by Leslie Small

SHORT FILMS

20 YEARS, written & directed by Kevin Gordon

A BABY WAY, written & directed by Courtney Franklin

A COLD DISH, written by Corey Stevens & Donnie Leapheart, Directed by Janaya Black

AKIRA’S HIP-HOP SHOP, written by Joe Doughrity

AN INCIDENT IN THE LIFE OF A SLAVE GIRL, written & directed by Karen Hayes

B.A.M., written by Neil Lewis, directed by Laron Austin

BENJAMIN, written & directed by Traci Nickerson

BLOOD OVER A BROKEN PAWN, written & directed by Chadwick Boseman

BURUNDI FILM CENTER: 5 SHORT FILMS, Canada/Burundi, executive produced by Christopher Redmond

BIGGER PLANS, written by Rudy Kimvuidi,

directed by Cynthia Nyonsaba

NOTHING’S THE SAME, written by Lyse Elsie Hkizimana

directed by Linda Kamuntu

REVEAL YOURSELF, written & directed by Ginette Maharo

ABUSE, written & directed by Didier Armand Ruyuku

KIVUMVU: BASKET BOY, written by Karim Abdul Bakundukize, directed by Pacifique Nzitonda

CHOICES, written by Maurice Hines, directed by Michael David Ricks

CLASSIFIED, written & directed by Sherman Payne

COMMUNITY ALERT, written by Alvaro Visiers, directed by Alvaro Visiers & Ricardo Islas

CURTAIN CALL, written & directed by Hezekiah Lewis

DISTRACTIONS, written by Kevin Craig West, directed by Michalina Almindo

DON’T GO, written & directed by D. Kevin Epps

DRAWING ANGEL, written by Craig Williams, directed by Rosalyn Coleman Williams

FELIZ CUMPLENOS, written by Roger Payano, directed by Frank Jackson

FIVE MAN CONFESSION, written & directed by Jeffrey Williams

HOMELESS DESTINY, written by Kathryn J. Taylor, directed by Trey Haley

HYPOTHETICALLY, written & directed by Jeffrey Snell

IN TIME, written by Adetoro Makinde, directed by Adetoro Makinde & Maurice A. Dwyer

JAMERICAN, written & directed by Sharena Downey

KeANTHONY: A HUSTLAZ STORY, written by Marshall Dean, directed by John Tucker

LIFE IS…, written & directed by Tommie Tyhefe Bayliss

LIFTED, written & directed by Randall Dottin

LOVE CONQUERS ALL, written & directed by Kamali Minter

MAN II MAN, written & directed by Eddie Smith

MENTAL BLOCK, United Kingdom, directed by Karen Palmer

MISTA NICE GUY, written & directed by Stacy Pyles 

MURDERING MAMA’S BOY, written by Katherine Cunningham-Eves & Emily Raboteau, directed by Katherine Cunningham-Eves

ONE WORD, written & directed by Shalako Gordon

PROMISES KEPT, written & directed by Jason Camp

RABIA, written & directed by Muhammad Ali Hasan

RAIN: A LOVE STORY, written by Anthony Brooks, directed by Elizabeth Shivers & Anthony Brooks

SIRI OKO FO, written by Ebbe Bassey & Heather Murphy, directed by Heather Murphy

SMOKESCREEN, written by George Brashear, directed by Alvin Daniels

SNITCH, written by Eric Richardson Hagans & Richard Johnson, directed by Eric Richardson Hagans

SPENT, written by Angela Perkins, directed by Boris Schaarschmidt

STEEP, written by Adetoro Makinde & JoNell Kennedy, directed by Adetoro Makinde

SUICIDE BOYZ, written & directed by Anthony Martin

TAXI FOR THE COMEDIAN, United Kingdom, written & directed by Matt Blaize

TEARS ON A LETTER, written by Billy Shell, directed by Billy Shell & Patrice Marret

THE BUZZARD, written & directed by Troy Ransome

THE CLUB, written by Ilunga Adell, directed by Ian Foxx

THE CURRY CLUB, United Kingdom, written & directed Rita Osei

THE DON OF VIRGIL JUNIOR HIGH, written & directed Deon Dayman

THE DOLL, written & directed by Dante James

THE QUICKIE, written & directed by Cosmos Kiindarius

TOOLE’S SUBSTITUTE, written & directed by Arvel Chappell III

VILE, written & directed by J. David Shanks

VISTA VIEW, written & directed by Kofi Oliver

WHAT A DIFFERNECE A DAY MAKES, directed by Guensly Delva

WHISTLE LESSON, written & directed by Nikki Young

WOMAN’S WORK, written & directed by Chad Benton

DOCUMENTARIES:

ADJUST YOUR COLOR: THE TRUTH OF PETEY GREENE, written & directed by Loren Mendell

BELLY OF THE BASIN, co-directed by Roxana Walker-Canton and Tina Morton

BLACK TO OUR ROOTS, written & directed by tba

DON’T HATE: STRIPPERS FIGHT THE GOVERNMENT, directed by Jimmy Bell

FANTASY, written by Glen Norman

FAUBOURG TREME: THE UNTOLD STORY OF BLACK NEW ORLEANS, directed by Dawn Logsdon, written & co-directed by Lolis Eric Elie

FIND YOURSELF A DREAM: THE BOB LOVE STORY, written & directed by James White

KEEPING THE FAITH, written & directed by Bobby Mardis

MEET MARY PLEASANT, written by Susheel Bibbs, co-directed by J. Greenburg & Steve Barger

OUTSPOKEN, written & directed by David Bianchi

PRINCE AMONG SLAVES, written by Andrea Kalin & Lloyd “Raki” Jones, directed by Bill Duke & Andrea Kalin

RAIN IN A DRY LAND directed by Anne Makepeace

SEEN BUT NOT HEARD, written & directed by Cyrille Phipps

STREETS OF COLOR, Trinidad, written & directed by Dalton Narine

THE GAME: LIFE AFTER MATH, directed by Francis Delia

TRIBUTE: STANLEY TOOKIE WILLIAMS, written by Barbara Becnel, directed by Barbara Becnel & Shirley Neal

TURNING A CORNER, directed by Salome Chasnoff

WALKING TALL: THE LIFE AND WIFE OF WALT WALKER, written by Isidra Person Lynn, co-directed by Gail Parker & Isidra Person-Lynn

STUDENT FILMS:

A FATHER’S PROMISE, written & directed by Bradley Nesbitt

BIRTH, written & directed by Arvel Chappell III

COONS, written & directed by Chris Cloyd

CRENSHAW NIGHTS, written by Greg Navarro, directed by Peter Gelles

HOPE, written & directed by Atiya Wheelings

HUG, written & directed by Khary Jones

KEYS, written & directed by Christopher Babers

LUNCH MONEY, written by Deneen Reynolds, directed by Elvira Carrizal

MAMA ‘N EM, written & directed Omawale Akintunda

MY TURTLE’S NAME IS DUDLEY, written & directed by Johnny Gill

SISTHAS IN THE NAME OF LOVE, written & directed by Kena Tangi Dorsey

URBAN GENESIS, written & directed by Larry Bryant

ANIMATED FILMS:

OBARA & THE MERCHANTS, written by Michelle Bodden, directed by Manauvaskar Kublall

PORN EDITOR, written by Brian Shackelford, directed by Yehudi Mercardo

MUSIC VIDEOS:

GIVE IT TO ME, directed by Paul “Coy” Allen and Tim Mosley (Timbaland)

REVOLUTION, written by Trevor Parham, directed by Aled Ordu & Stefan Ruenzel

About the Hollywood Black Film Festival

The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF), dubbed “The Black Sundance,” is an annual 6-day celebration of black cinema drawing together established and rising filmmakers, popular film and television stars, writers, industry executives, emerging artists and diverse audiences from Southern California and around the world. The festival has become a hotbed for the Black Hollywood creative community. HBFF was founded in 1998 by its executive director, Tanya Kersey, with a mission focused on fostering and developing the vision of independent filmmakers by bringing their films to the attention of the industry, media and public through a public exhibition and competition program. Since its inception, HBFF has screened a total of 596 independent films from all across the United States, United Kingdom, Canada and the Caribbean and has hosted 203 world premieres. The festival’s adjunct Infotainment Conference features 20+ panels and workshops and 100+ speakers, and covers a broad range of entertainment industry topics. Over 40,000 people have attended and enjoyed the diversity of Black cinema through the festival. The 2008 festival will be held June 3-8, 2008 in Beverly Hills, California, and will showcase the artistic expression of more than 120 black filmmakers from around the world.

In keeping with its commitment to support the creative community, in addition to the annual film festival, HBFF has created complementary platforms to showcase and develop filmmakers' projects -- the HBFF Cinema Lounge and HBFF Film Finance & Distribution Summit. The HBFF Cinema Lounge is a casual monthly networking and screening program that screens 4 to 5 short films followed by audience feedback and Q&A with the filmmakers. The annual HBFF Film Finance & Distribution Summit boasts a senior roster of seasoned industry professionals offering their insights on a broad range of film finance and distribution topics.

Additional information and a complete list of HBFF 2008 films are available at http://www.hbff.org.
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