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Hollywood Black Film Festival, Inc.

8306 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2057 | Beverly Hills, CA 90211

Phone: 310-407-3596 | Fax: 310-943-2326 | Web: www.hbff.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Hollywood Black Film Festival and 

West Angeles CDC Team-Up to Help 

Small BusinessES Do Business in Hollywood

BEVERLY HILLS, CA – (May 16, 2007) The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF) has partnered with The West Angeles Community Development Corporation (CDC), to present: “Doing Business with Show Business,” a unique half-day conference that will assist small businesses in gaining access to contracts with some of Los Angeles’ largest networks and studios.  The 8th Annual Hollywood Black Film Festival runs June 5-10, 2007 in Beverly Hills, CA.  

“Doing Business with Show Business” is comprised of two panels featuring supplier diversity and procurement executives with many of the Hollywood studios and networks including ABC, Disney, FOX and NBC.  The event takes place on Saturday, June 9th, from 9:00 am to 12 noon at the Beverly Hilton Hotel, 9876 Wilshire Blvd. in Beverly Hills.

“We are trilled to partner with the West Angeles Community Development Corporation to make information on supplier and procurement opportunities in Hollywood accessible to the Los Angeles small business community,” said Tanya Kersey, founder and executive director of the Hollywood Black Film Festival.  “There’s more to show business than just acting, dancing, directing and writing and this half-day conference will provide attendees with the opportunity to learn about how to do business with the business side of Hollywood.”

“The Entertainment sector is such a vital part of the economic engine that makes Los Angeles unique and few businesses in our community of South Los Angeles have a chance to be connected to this industry.  Our goal is to connect the two – great businesses and great industries!,” said Dr. Lula B. Ballton, CEO, West Angeles CDC.

“We are exited and proud to partner up with The Hollywood Black Film Festival to present our panels on Doing Business with the Networks and Studios.  It is our intention to help small businesses in South Los Angeles grow and prosper by providing opportunities, access and assistance,” said Tunua Thomas, Director of the West Angeles CDC’s Entertainment Initiative.  “The West Angeles CDC’s Entertainment Initiative was created to assist small businesses in South Los Angeles succeed by providing consultants, panels and workshops in areas of need.  Partnering with The Hollywood Black Film Festival, which also exists to help underserved members of our community, strengthens both organizations and the level of service to the community.”

“West Angeles CDC has substantial experience providing technical assistance to businesses and entrepreneurs throughout South Los Angeles and its Entertainment Initiative is a model for growing small business in a dynamic economic sector of the Los Angeles economy,” added Pat Charles, Program Manager for the West Angeles CDC’s Entertainment Initiative.

To register to attend “Doing Business with Show Business,” the cost is $30 for one panel or $50 for both.  For panel descriptions and to register visit http://www.hbff.org.

ABOUT THE HOLLYWOOD BLACK FILM FESTIVAL

The Hollywood Black Film Festival (HBFF) is an annual 6-day celebration of black cinema drawing together established filmmakers, popular film and TV stars, writers, directors, industry executives, emerging artists and diverse new audiences from Southern California and around the world. Attracting such stars and industry insiders as John Singleton, Sidney Poitier, Forest Whitaker, Spike Lee, George Tillman, Tina Andrews, Reuben Cannon, Anthony Anderson, Blair Underwood, Sanaa Lathan, Bill Duke, Kasi Lemmons, Vondie Curtis Hall, Tisha Campbell, LisaRaye and Nicole Ari Parker, the festival has become an annual hotbed for the Black Hollywood creative community.

A record-breaking 122 films are scheduled to screen at the 8th Annual Hollywood Black Film Festival, June 5-10, 2007 in Beverly Hills, California. The 122 films includes 30 features, 64 shorts, 16 documentaries, 8 student films, 2 animated shorts and 2 music videos, from seven countries including Spain, Cameroon. South Africa, Haiti, Nigeria, the UK, and the United States.

HBFF was founded in 1998 by its executive director, Tanya Kersey, in order to enhance the careers of emerging and established black filmmakers through a public exhibition and competition program. The festival’s goal is to play an integral role in discovering and launching independent films and filmmakers by bringing them to the attention of the industry, media and public.

For more info: http://www.hbff.org.

ABOUT THE WEST ANGELES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ENTERTAINMENT INITIATIVE

The purpose of the West Angeles CDC Entertainment Initiative is to assist small entertainment and entertainment-related firms in Los Angeles grow and gain access to capital by providing workshops, panels, and tailored technical assistance in the areas of marketing, human resources, financial modeling, and business planning.  According to Tunua Thrash Thomas, Director of Housing and Economic Development, “Companies that do well can do more for a neighborhood; a thriving company will create more jobs for the local South Los Angeles economy.” Annual reports by the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation confirm, that the entertainment sector is an established and fast-growing industry in the City of Los Angeles, and South Los Angeles has a number of enterprises that contribute significantly to the industry. 
West Angeles CDC, a full-service, nonprofit, faith-based community development organization, has formed strategic alliances with the following partners in order to implement this initiative: United Commercial Bank, Hollywood Black Film Festival, City of Los Angeles, Congresswoman Diane Watson’s Entertainment Caucus. West Angeles CDC is a subsidiary of West Angeles Church of God in Christ (COGIC) under the pastoral leadership of Bishop Charles E. Blake.
For more info: http://www.westangelescdc.org.
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